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THE MARONITE PATRIARCHATE OF ANTIOCH 

And All the East 

 

 

Message to the Priests 

On the Occasion of  

THURSDAY OF THE MYSTERIES 

 

Commissioned by Christ and Sent 
_________________________ 

 

My Beloved, the Priests, Eparchial and Religious, 

 

Peace in the Love of Christ and the Apostolic Blessing. 

 

 “Do this in memory of me” (Luke 22:19) 
1. On a day like today, on Thursday of the Mysteries, two thousand years ago, we, the 

bishops and the priests, were on Christ’s mind and in His heart, when He instituted the 

Mysteries of the Eucharist and the Priesthood at that Last Supper, for the sake of the continuity 

of the Sacrifice of Redemption, and the Banquet of His Body and Blood for the life of the world. 

 

During that holy night in the history of salvation filled with mysteries, attaining in it the pinnacle 

of His love for the human race, our Lord Jesus washed His disciples’ feet and gave them the 

commandment of humility and love (Refer to John 13:4-15). And, to consign to them a token of 

this love, and not to distance Himself from them, He instituted the Mystery of the Eucharist as a 

memorial of His death and resurrection, and installed them as priests of the New Covenant to 

celebrate it until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). We are servants of His love, which passes 

through our priestly hearts and becomes manifest in our words, deeds and conduct. So, with 

love emanating from Him, He made us partners in His priesthood, and with love emanating 

from us, He wants us to put it into practice in humility. 

 

This salvific plan has now reached us priests, and when we celebrate the memorial of His death 

and resurrection, we are actually celebrating “a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond of 

charity, a paschal banquet in which Christ is eaten, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of 

future glory is given to us.”1 Those who partake of the “broken bread,” that is, Christ, enter into 

communion with Him and constitute the one body (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Thus, the assembly 

gathered around the Eucharist becomes the visible expression of the Church.2 

 

2. Through priestly ordination, Christ has actually elevated us to the honor of participating 

in His service as Teacher, Priest and King. By a message from Him, He charged every priest to be 

                                                 
1 Second Vatican Council Sacrosanctum Concilium (On the Sacred Liturgy), 47. 
2 Refer to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Paragraphs 1328-1332. 
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a teacher of the Word, a servant of the Mysteries and a guide to the assembly,3 thus, 

performing this mission, assisting the bishop of his eparchy along with the presbyterate, in 

accordance with the arrangements laid down by the bishop by virtue of his responsibility as 

prime representative and prime emissary. No one can give himself the mandate and the 

mission to proclaim the Gospel. The one sent by the Lord does not speak and act on his own 

authority, but by virtue of Christ’s authority. No one can bestow grace on himself; it must be 

given and offered. This fact presupposes that there are ministers of grace, authorized and 

empowered by Christ. From Him, the bishops and the priests receive the mission and faculty to 

act in persona Christi Capitis. And the Deacons receive the power to serve the people of God in 

the “diaconate” of the Liturgy and the Word and charity4, in communion with the bishop and 

his presbyterate. 

 

You are Teachers of the Word 
3. We have received from the Lord Jesus before His ascension into Heaven, and in the 

person of His disciples, the charge and the commission to: “Go into the whole world and 

proclaim the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). The Gospel you proclaim with the Church 

and in her name by preaching and teaching, in sermons, in counseling and by writing, is not a 

communique; rather, it is a divine salvific act generating faith in its hearers, leading them in 

search of the grace of salvation in Christ Jesus. Therefore, the Lord Jesus adds: “Whoever 

believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 

16:16). The Word of God that we are obliged to declare is both grace and judgment: When we 

listen to the Word, we are in communication with God Himself, Who speaks to the hearts of 

people, asking for a decision that does not remain at the level of knowledge and the intellect, 

but, requires contrition of heart. 

 

However, the Word of God is addressed first to us and requires from us acceptance through 

prayers and profound reflection, inciting us to repentance of heart, as an example for the 

faithful to emulate and believe in the efficacy of the Divine Word that they observe in us. 

Frightful is God’s reprimand if directed at us: “Who is deaf like the messenger I send, opens his 

ears, but without hearing!” (Isaiah 42:19-20). Let us remind ourselves of St. Augustine’s word 
to the priest: “Be a man of prayer before being a preacher.” If the priest loses the spirit of 

prayer, neglecting it or slighting it, he will dry up spiritually and humanly and lose his main 

responsibility of proclaiming the Gospel of Christ and will be like the one who buried the talent 

in the ground (Matthew 25:25). 

 

Our people suffer from increasing ignorance of the Gospel and the Teaching of the Church 

because of not keeping Sunday’s obligation of prayer and participation in the Mysteries, and as 

well as due to the rampant spirit of secularism, the great damage that the degrading programs 

in the media leave behind, and the poisons that the completely unchecked means of 

communication emit. 

                                                 
3 Congregation for the Clergy, The Priest and the Third Christian Millennium, Teacher of the Word, Minister of 

the Sacraments and Leader of the Community (19 March, 1999); we are following the layout of this letter. 
4 Refer to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Paragraphs 875. 
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You are Servants of the Mysteries 
4. Despite the various responsibilities, we cannot forget the essence of our priestly life. Let 

us remind ourselves of the word of Paul, the Apostle: “Thus should one regard us: as servants 

of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Corinthians 4:1). What is essential in our 

lives is that we are “stewards of God’s mysteries.” And so, the mysteries are the focus of our 

priestly service. If we cherish them, they will transfer the divine life to the faithful. This life is 

not from us, but from Christ acting through us as we perform our sacramental duty in His name. 

 

The most beloved of the Mysteries to His priestly heart are two: The first, the Sacrifice of the 

Divine Liturgy, for the continuity of the sacrifice of the redemption of the human race, and the 

Banquet of His Body and Blood for the life of the faithful and the world. It remains a duty in the 

daily life of the priest, because he presents them with and in the name of the Church; it is the 

source of his spirituality and the passion of his ministry. 

 

The second, the Mystery of Penance and Reconciliation, which He handed over to the priests 

of the New Covenant on the evening of that Sunday in which He rose from the dead.      He 

appeared to His disciples gathered together and breathed on them and said, “Receive the holy 

Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them and whose sins you retain are retained” (John 

20:22-23). The importance of this mystery is that it transfers eternal life to penitents and 

breathes in them the spirit of the Resurrection for a new life. How awesome is our 

responsibility because of the spread of sin, the loss of the sense of sin and the loss of souls 

because if we conceal this divine life from sinners. How can we mask this life when it is the fruit 

of the death of the Son of God and His resurrection? For it is our duty, O beloved brothers 

priests, to encourage the faithful to participate in the Mystery of Penance and Reconciliation, to 

find the necessary and sufficient time to administer it and to primarily embrace it yourselves, 

such that the faithful are able to see its fruits in the example of your life. 

 

You are Guides to the Community 
5.  Before handing over the reins of shepherding the Church to Simon-Peter, which 

represents all people and which was purchased by His Blood, He asked him thrice if he loved 

Him intensely, and his answer was, “Yes, You know that I love You” (John 21:15-17). This 

question and the answer was addressed to us on the day of our priestly ordination. The Lord 

Jesus staked on our real love for Him so that we may carry it, a pastoral love in leading the 

community entrusted to us. St. Peter, the Apostle, teaches us how lead the community with the 

love of Christ, “So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed:  shepherd the 

flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as 

God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly;  not domineering over those in your 

charge, but being examples to the flock. (1 Peter 5:1-3). 

 

Our pastoral love emanates from our daily Divine Liturgy. For, when we celebrate it daily, we 

feel the necessity of clothing ourselves with Christ, and like Him, live the gift of self-giving with 
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love for the sake of the brethren. Thus, our service is categorized as that saturated with zeal, 

dedication, expending, sacrifice, patience, forbearing, the spirit of responsibility, examining the 

marital, familial and material conditions of the members of the parish through frequent visits to 

their homes, working with those concerned from the ecclesial and civil ranks to deal with such 

conditions before their state deteriorates or shatters. It remains, the principal condition in your 

leadership of the community entrusted to your care, that is, to be their guide, leading them to a 

life of spiritual and ecclesial growth. 

 

Commissioned and Sent  
6. Christ, the Eternal Priest, entrusted us with priestly authority and sent us to teach the 

Word of Life and dispense the graces of the Mysteries and the care of the community in love, in 

His name, whereby He is the primary actor and we are His living and responsible instrument. 

 

Neither the commissioning, nor, the mission are limited to a place or a time; rather, they are 

both open to the horizons of the Universal Church in general, and to our Maronite Church in 

particular. For, our Church, by virtue of her nature and her historical march, carries this charge 

and this mission at the same level of responsibility in Lebanon, the Patriarchal Domain, her 

Eastern ecumenical environment, her Islamic surroundings along with her expansion into all 

five continents. Our priesthood demands of us to be with them wherever they are, and be for 

them teachers of the Word, servants of the mysteries and shepherds of love. 

 

In my Eighth Pastoral Message, The Maronite Church, Apostolic, Sent and Missionary, I called 

on you and on their excellencies, your venerable bishops and the holy superiors general to 

cooperate together and in an orderly fashion, in the service of the sons and daughters of our 

Church scattered in the various countries of the world, safeguarding them and their identity, 

and consequently, safeguarding the liturgical heritage and spirituality of Saint Maron and our 

Eastern Maronite Traditions, thus, enriching with them the cultures of the host countries. 

 

A Supplication  
7. As I congratulate you on the occasion of the Feast of the Priests on Holy Thursday of the 

Mysteries, I commend you in reverence to our Lord Jesus Christ, the Sublime Priest, and the 

“Great Shepherd of shepherds” (1 Peter 5:4), present in the Mystery of the Eucharist in the 

summit of His love, beseeching Him to revive in our hearts love for Him, for our priesthood and 

our Church and the community of believers placed in our care. I wish you a glorious Easter in 

which we journey with Christ, the One who died to redeem us, and the One Raised from the 

dead for our sanctification, and on to a new life. 

 

With my love, my prayers and my apostolic blessing. 

 

From our See in Bkerki, on April 9, 2019. 

 

+Cardinal Boutros Beshara Rai 

Patriarch of Antioch and all the East 


