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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

    
ope Francis recently initiated a two-year process 
leading up to the 2023 Synod of Bishops in Rome 
that will focus on the theme “For a Synodal 
Church: Communion, Participation and Mission.”  

!e word “synod” comes from two Greek words 
meaning “to journey together.” During his 
homily, the Holy Father invited us to share in the 
adventure of a journey:  

Today, as we begin this synodal process, let 
us begin by asking ourselves — all of us, 
Pope, bishops, priests, religious and laity 
— whether we, the Christian community, 
embody this “style” of God, who travels 
the paths of history and shares in the life 
of humanity.  Are we prepared for the 
adventure of this journey? Or are we fearful 
of the unknown, preferring to take refuge 
in the usual excuses: “It’s useless” or “We’ve 
always done it this way?”

To be truly “synodal,” to journey together, 
Pope Francis tells us that it is necessary that we 
encounter each other.

As we initiate this process, we too are 
called to become experts in the art of 
encounter. Not so much by organizing 
events or theorizing about problems, as 

P in taking time to encounter the Lord and 
one another.  Time to devote to prayer and 
to adoration — that form of prayer that 
we so o"en neglect — devoting time to 
adoration, and to hearing what the Spirit 
wants to say to the Church. Time to look 
others in the eye and listen to what they 
have to say, to build rapport, to be sensitive 
to the questions of our sisters and brothers, 
to let ourselves be enriched by the variety 
of charisms, vocations, and ministries. 
Every encounter — as we know — calls for 
openness, courage, and a willingness to let 
ourselves be challenged by the presence and 
the stories of others.

We must also learn to listen

Are we good at listening? How good is the 
“hearing” of our heart? Do we allow people 
to express themselves, to walk in faith even 
though they have had di#culties in life, 
and to be part of the life of the community 
without being hindered, rejected or judged? 
Participating in a Synod means placing 
ourselves on the same path as the Word 
made $esh. It means following in his 
footsteps, listening to his word along with 
the words of others.

Synod on Synodality
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Pope Francis continues that we cannot just 
encounter and listen, we must also discern.

Encounter and listening are not ends in 
themselves, leaving everything just as it 
was before. On the contrary, whenever we 
enter into dialogue, we allow ourselves to be 
challenged, to advance on a journey … !e 
Synod is a process of spiritual discernment, 
of ecclesial discernment, that unfolds in 
adoration, in prayer and in dialogue with 
the Word of God. 

!us, together with our Patriarch, Bechara Peter 
Cardinal Rai, and the entire Maronite Church, we 
join Pope Francis on this journey of encounter, 
listening and discernment. Each parish should 
participate in the Synodal process in the manner 
they wish, and Bishop Elias and I will do the same 
with the Eparchial institutions and advisory bodies 
entrusted to us.

We ask each person to learn more about this 
important two-year event. May we truly be a 
“synodal” Church and journey together to become 
the Church that God wants us to be. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

+ Gregory 
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Schedule   B!"#$% G&'($&) J. M*+"$,&
 ƀƂ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� Washington, DC | Our Lady of Lebanon Seminary | 60th Anniversary Celebration
 ƀƃ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ Washington, DC | Our Lady of Lebanon Church | Pastoral Visit & Subdiaconal Ordination of 
  Vincent Michael
 ƀƄ�ƀƇ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ  Baltimore, MD | USCCB Plenary Meetings
� ƀƈ�Ɓƀ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� Lawrence, MA | St. Anthony Church | Pastoral Visit & 50th Anniversary for Fr. Joseph !omas
� ƁƂ�ƁƇ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� Flint, MI | Family Visit
 Ƃſ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ Brooklyn, NY | Installation of Bishop Brennen as Bishop of Brooklyn
 ƃ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ Paramus, NJ | Chancery Visit of the Syriac Orthodox Archdiocese for the Eastern United States
 Ƅ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ TBA
� ƀƀ�ƀƁ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ Atlanta, GA | St. Joseph Church | Pastoral Visit
 ƀƆ�ƀƇ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ  Brooklyn, NY | Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral | Christmas Novena
 ƀƈ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ  Brooklyn, NY | Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral | Manhattan Mission 5:00%&
 Ɓſ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ Pleasantville, NJ | Our Lady Star of the East Church | Christmas Novena
 Ɓƀ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ Easton, PA | Our Lady of Lebanon Church | Christmas Novena
 ƁƁ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ  Philadelphia, PA | St. Maron Church | Christmas Novena
 Ɓƃ�ƁƄ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ Brooklyn, NY | Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral | Christmas Liturgies
 Ɓƅ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ Miami, FL | Our Lady of Lebanon Church | Pastoral Visit
 Ɓ�-ƚƧƮƚƫƲ Fort Lauderdale, FL | Heart of Jesus Church | Pastoral Visit
 ƅ�-ƚƧƮƚƫƲ Brooklyn, NY | Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral | Epiphany Liturgy
 ƈ�-ƚƧƮƚƫƲ TBA

2022 NAM Convention in Minneapolis, MN

After a long hiatus, NAM is honored to bring back to life its annual Convention: Family, Faith, and Heritage. 
Chorbishop Sharbel Maroun, Convention Co-Chairs Elena El-Khoury and Lisa Nasser Gleason, various committee 
members and the community of St. Maron Church have been working tirelessly to ensure the success of the 
Convention. 

This past year was di!cult for all of us, and we were deprived of the comfort of reuniting with our Maronite friends 
at NAM’s annual convention. While the world slowed down, NAM didn’t. The Convention Committee is planning an 
exciting convention and we can’t wait to be reunited with all of you! 

More details to follow, but make sure you save the date: 11-17 July 2022!  

See you in Minneapolis! 
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Schedule B!"#$% A. E-!*" Z*!.*+
 ƀƁ�ƀƄ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ�� Houston, TX | Our Lady of the Cedars Church | Pastoral Visit
� ƀƂ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� Virtual | Order of St. Sharbel Retreat
� ƀƄ�ƀƇ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� Baltimore, MD | USCCB Plenary Meetings
� ƀƆ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� Virtual | Lecture of Fr. Khalil Alwan on St. Jacob of Serugh
� ƀƈ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� Virtual | Cincinnati, OH | St. Anthony Church | Meeting with RAFCA Group
� ƀƈ�Ɓſ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� Virtual | O#ce of Family Life Ministry Webinar
� Ɓƀ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� St. Louis, MO | St. Raymond Cathedral | Patronal Feast Celebration
� ƁƄ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ� Happy !anksgiving!
� ƁƆ�ƁƇ�1ƨƯƞƦƛƞƫ  Millbrae, CA | Our Lady of Lebanon Church | Diaconal Ordination of Tony BouKhalil
� ƀ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ� Detroit, MI | Eparchial Campaign Event
� ƃ�Ƅ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ� El Paso, TX | St. Sharbel Mission | Pastoral Visit
 ƈ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ  Washington, DC | Library of Congress | Tribute to Charles Malik
� ƀƁ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ Riverside, CA | St. Joseph Mission | Pastoral Visit & Closing of the Year of St. Joseph
� ƀƄ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ Virtual | Lecture of Susan Ashbrook Harvey on St. Jacob of Serugh
� ƀƈ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ St. Louis, MO | St. Raymond Cathedral
� ƁƄ�'ƞƜƞƦƛƞƫ Los Angeles, CA | Our Lady of Mt. Lebanon-St. Peter Cathedral | Christmas Liturgies
� ƀ�-ƚƧƮƚƫƲ Happy New Year!
� ƅ�-ƚƧƮƚƫƲ� Los Angeles, CA | Our Lady of Mt. Lebanon-St. Peter Cathedral | Epiphany
� Ƈ�ƀſ�-ƚƧƮƚƫƲ Minneapolis, MN | St. Maron Church | Pastoral Visit

Posters Category:
K " 1 GRADE:
1st Place: Joseph Ducote | St. Michael the Archangel | Fayetteville, NC 
2nd Place: Anna Maria Al Bachwati | St. Elias | Birmingham, AL
3rd Place:  Anna Godsend | St. Maron | Youngstown, OH

2 " 3 GRADE: 
1st Place:  Gabriel Alhayek | St. Anthony Church | Danbury, CT 
2nd Place:  Henry Craig | St. Anthony| Glen Allen, VA
3rd Place:  Miko Aboutanos | St. Anthony | Glen Allen, VA

4 " 6 GRADE:
1st Place:  Miriam Smaha | St. Elias | Birmingham, AL
2nd Place:  Murphy Thomas | St. Elias | Birmingham, AL
3rd Place:  Michelle Nicholas | St. Michael the Archangel | Fayetteville, NC

7 " 9 GRADE:
1st Place:  Coco Aboutanos | St. Anthony | Glen Allen, VA
2nd Place:  Emma Choufani | St. Maron | Youngstown, OH
3rd Place:  Anna Choufani | St. Maron | Youngstown, OH

Essays Category:
2 " 3 GRADE:
1st Place: Gianna Maalouf | Saint John Maron | Williamsville, NY 

4 " 6  GRADE:
1st Place: Leanne Boackle | St. Elias | Birmingham, AL
2nd Place: Ross Craig | St. Anthony | Glen Allen, VA
3rd Place: Hanna Boctor | St. John Maron | Williamsville, NY

7 " 9 GRADE:
1st Place: Annika Nesbitt | St. Michael the Archangel | Fayetteville, NC
2nd Place: Joshua Nicholas | St. Michael the Archangel | Fayetteville, NC

10 " 12 GRADE: 
1st Place: Michael Urban | St. Teresa of Calcutta | Conway, PA

NAM 2020 – 2021 
VOCATION CONTEST 
WINNERS 



I
St. Joseph our Patron
by Rev. Boniface Hicks, O.S.B.

understanding. Whether we are displaced from our 
homeland or not, we all know the pain that is caused 
by our limited understanding. !e question rises up 
as a cry from our hearts: “Why is this happening?” We 
experience that pain when we face personal tragedies 
and we experience that pain when we read the news and 
look at the turmoil that is happening in various parts of 
the world. What is going on? Why is this happening? 
Where is God in all of this? We 'nd ourselves in the 
dark, immersed in the night. Our vision is limited and 
we feel the pain of our limited understanding.

St. Joseph was well acquainted with the night. When 
we think of the Scripture passages that tell us about 
him, more o"en than not we 'nd him in the night! 
!ink about it. His four dreams took place at night. 
When he took the Holy Family to Egypt, they set out by 
night. When the Magi visited, they followed a star—at 
night of course. And the shepherds who visited came 
from watching their $ocks by night. St. Joseph can be 
a lantern for us in the darkness of night. We are used 
to navigating during the daylight when we can use our 
normal vision. During the night our vision is limited 
and we have to use a di(erent way of seeing—we walk 
by faith, not by sight. St. Joseph is the man of faith who 

n the Litany of St. Joseph, recently expanded by Pope 
Francis in the Year of St. Joseph with seven new 
invocations, St. Joseph is invoked four times as “patron.” 
He is invoked as patron of exiles, patron of the poor, 
patron of the a)icted and patron of the dying. !e word 
“patron” comes from the Latin “pater” meaning “father” 
and a patron is a father 'gure who cares for his children. 
In studying these four invocations, we can see how St. 
Joseph provides for the full interior life of his children in 
their deepest needs. In particular, patron of exiles can be 
related to the limitations of our capacity to understand. 
A patron of the poor supports us in the powerlessness 
of our will. A patron of the a)icted supports the 
limitations of our feelings, and the patron of the dying 
takes care of the ultimate limitation of our mortality.

Patron of Exiles
When we invoke St. Joseph as a patron of exiles, we 
naturally think of those who are physically exiled from 
their homelands. In our time there is an astronomical 
number of those who have been displaced by war and 
poverty and who su(er tremendously in foreign lands 
and have to start over from scratch. !ere are many 
ways that exiles su(er but one way we can focus on 
is the su(ering that is caused by the limitation of our 
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helps us to make our way even when sight fails us. When 
we 'nd ourselves in the darkness, not understanding 
what is happening and struggling to make sense of the 
di#culties in our lives, let us turn to St. Joseph and call 
on this patron of exiles to help us with the lantern of his 
faith. St. Joseph, patron of exiles, pray for us!

Patron of the Poor
We su(er because of our powerlessness. Even when we 
understand what is happening we o"en 'nd ourselves 
powerless to do anything about it. A father can feel so 
powerless when a son is struggling with addiction. A son 
su(ers to watch his mother dying of cancer. A woman 
su(ers to see her husband lose his job and struggle to 
'nd a new one. A family su(ers to see their homeland 
ravaged in war. !is powerlessness is a form of poverty. 
We see what is happening, but we are unable to do 
anything to prevent it or change it. St. Joseph is the 
father of the poor.

St. Joseph knows the su(ering of powerlessness. He 
had to $ee to Egypt knowing that other children would 
be killed by Herod’s wrath. He heard the prophecy 
of Simeon and knew that his Son would be a sign of 
contradiction and his wife’s heart would be pierced and 
he could do nothing to prevent it or help them. He knew 
that his wife and son would su(er in the di#culties of 
the exile, but he had to wake them by night and lead 
them out anyway. He knew that he had the greatest man 
and woman in the world living under his roof and yet 
he was only a poor laborer who could not provide all 
the comforts they deserved. St. Joseph understands the 
poverty of powerlessness. In all of it he gave what he had 
and he trusted in God to provide the rest. When we feel 
the poverty of powerlessness, he can help us. St. Joseph, 
patron of the poor, pray for us!

Patron of the Afflicted
In addition to our lack of understanding and our 
experience of powerlessness, we also su(er the 
limitations of our feelings. Our feelings do not always 
behave the way we would wish. Sometimes we 
experience inordinate anger or excessive fear. Other 
times we feel so much hurt or we can be moved to 
despair. When the feelings are intense we sometimes 

try to numb them with food or drink or drugs. We bury 
ourselves in entertainment or avoid the pain through 
distractions. If we had our choice, we would like to feel 
the joy of life but none of the sorrow. We would like to 
enjoy the strength of courage and hope, but avoid all the 
feelings of frustration and fear. !e problem is that we 
cannot numb the negative feelings without numbing the 
positive ones as well. In the end, the goal is not to numb 
or suppress, but to guide our feelings, help them to grow 
properly and align them to the truth. All our feelings are 
necessary for living full lives of holiness and happiness.

St. Joseph is a great patron for us in this. He experienced 
the full range of human emotion. He had a tender heart 
for his little baby boy and a sensitive heart in caring for 
his beautiful bride. He su(ered for them and he rejoiced 
with them. He felt courage as he pursued good goals 
such as returning home from exile or leading his family 
to Jerusalem for the great feasts. He felt anger at the 
evil that threatened his little family or when he faced 
the di#culties of illness or the pinch of poverty. He had 
hope for the salvation that would come through his Son 
and he had appropriate levels of fear for the evil powers 
that threatened his people. St. Joseph was a full-hearted 
man whose passions were guided by reason, elevated by 
grace and became heroic virtues. For this reason, he can 
help us to navigate the emotional life as well so that we 
can be fully alive like he was. St. Joseph, patron of the 
a)icted, pray for us!

Patron of the Dying
With the help of St. Joseph, we can grow in trust when 
we face the darkness of exile. We can 'nd help in him 
in the face of our powerlessness. He can even help 
us navigate the emotional life in a way that makes us 
saints. At the end of it all, however, we still must face the 
specter of death. None of us will make it out of this alive! 
When we consider our death, it is natural to feel fear, 
because death is an enemy we cannot overcome on our 
own. Even though we do not really want this life to last 
forever (especially with its losses, disappointments and 
just the aches and pains!) we also do not want it to end 
and we are anxious when we think of what the next life 
will be like. Fortunately, St. Joseph can come to our help 
as we approach our 'nal end.
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Through the Heart of St. Joseph 

Father Boniface Hicks, O.S.B., the director of spiritual formation for 
Saint Vincent Seminary, has written a book on Saint Joseph. Through 
the Heart of St. Joseph examines the life of St. Joseph as father, friend, 
protector, and various other topics as it is published in time for the 
150th anniversary year of the Proclamation of Saint Joseph as Patron 
of the Universal Church. In conjunction with that anniversary, Pope 
Francis has also declared 2020-2021 to be the Year of Saint Joseph.

“Father Boniface Hicks’ gracious accompaniment of the reader takes 
the form of an extended lectio divina of Saint Joseph’s portrayal in the 
Gospels, specifically his primary role in the lives of Jesus and Mary 
and thus in salvation history, that is both accessible and profound,” 
writes Father Joseph F. Chorpenning, O.S.F.S., editorial director of St. 
Joseph’s University Press.

The book, published by Emmaus Road, retails for $17.95, and is 
available at www.stvincentstore.com.

As patron of exiles, patron of the poor, patron of the 
a)icted and patron of the dying, we 'nd in St. Joseph a 
true father who takes care of us in all of our limitations 
of mind, body and soul. May we continue to grow in our 
devotion for the strong, tender, faithful, and loving heart 
of this greatest of fathers and may he help us and the 
whole Church in all of the trials of this life. St. Joseph, 
patron of the Church, pray for us! 

Father Boniface Hicks, O.S.B. is a Benedictine Monk
of Saint Vincent Archabbeyin Latrobe, PA

According to tradition and o"en depicted in many 
beautiful works of art, St. Joseph died with Jesus and 
Mary at his side. He was surrounded in love and prayer. 
Furthermore, St. Francis de Sales, Pope St. John XXIII 
and others have claimed that when He ascended into 
heaven, Jesus brought his earthly father with Him, body 
and soul. As St. Joseph took care of the Body of Christ 
during His life, Jesus took care of the body of his father 
a"er his death. All of that means that St. Joseph takes 
special care of the dying and so we do well to call on him 
when we are dealing with death. Just as we ask Mary 
to pray for us at the hour of our death, we look to her 
husband to take the hand of the dying and lead us into 
our heavenly home. St. Joseph, patron of the dying, pray 
for us!

“St. Joseph our Patron”
Continued from page 9
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All available in Gold & Silver
Due to the  uctuation in gold & silver

please call for daily pricing

cappiellojewelers.com

Maronite Jewelry
As unique as

it is Beautiful!
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Establishment of Parishes 
& Appointments

!  EPARCHY OF SAINT MARON "

Bishop Gregory J. Mansour has elevated the status of the following Missions to a Parish, also 
establishing their parochial jurisdictions, e#ective 1 October 2021:

Heart of Jesus | Fort Lauderdale, FL  St. Maron | Jacksonville, FL
Mary, Mother of the Light | Tequesta, FL St. Sharbel | Raleigh, NC
St. Rafka | Greer, SC

E!ective 1 October 2021
The following priests were appointed as Pastor from Administrator of the same assignment:
Fr. Samir Chebli | Our Lady of Victory Church | Pittsburgh, PA
Fr. Andrawos Fadi El Tabchi | St. Maron Church | Philadelphia, PA
Fr. Boutros El Hachem | St. Louis Gonzaga Church | Utica, NY
Fr. Robert Farah | St. Sharbel Church | Raleigh, NC
Fr. Gary George, C.S.S.R. | Mary, Mother of the Light Church | Tequesta, FL
Fr. Raymond Khallouf | St. Maron Church | Jacksonville, FL
Fr. Adib Salameh | St. Anthony and St. George Church | Wilkes-Barre, PA
Chorbishop Michael G. Thomas | Heart of Jesus Church | Fort Lauderdale, FL | while retaining his 
O!ces of Eparchial Vicar General and Chancellor

The Bishop also made the following appointments:
Fr. Georges Arrouk | from Parochial Vicar of St. John Paul II Church in Sleepy Hollow, NY, to Parochial 
Vicar of St. Anthony of the Desert Church in Fall River, MA
Fr. Fadi El Khawand | as Parochial Vicar of St. John Paul II Church in Sleepy, Hollow, NY
Fr. Peter Frangie | as Parochial Vicar of St. Anthony Church in Glen Allen, VA

E!ective 1 November 2021
Fr. Bassam Saade | from Pastor of Our Lady of Lebanon Church in Miami, FL, to a three month 
sabbatical
Fr. Manuel Rahmeh | from Parochial Vicar of St. Anthony Church in Lawrence, MA, to Administrator 
of Our Lady of Lebanon Church in Miami, FL

E!ective 1 February 2022
Fr. Kevin Beaton | from Administrator of St. Elias Church in Roanoke, VA, to retirement
Fr. George Zina | from Pastoral Administrator of St. Anthony Church in Spring$eld, MA, to Pastor of 
St. Elias Church in Roanoke, VA
Fr. Bassam Saade | at the completion of his sabbatical, to Pastor of St. Anthony Church in 
Spring$eld, MA

!  EPARCHY OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON "

E!ective 28 August 2021
Father Jacques Kik | Associate Pastor of Saint Maron, Youngstown, OH

E!ective 10 November 2021 
Father Jean Maroun Helou | Associate Pastor of Saint Maron, Minneapolis, MN

E!ective 1 December 2021
Father Joe Daccache | Pastor of Saint Sharbel Mission in Milwaukee, WI



Chorbishop Michael Thomas leads 
with honesty, equity by Brandon Shulleeta

WORKER IN THE VINEYARD

s Michael !omas was set for seminary school in Rome, 
his parents wanted to throw him a going away party — 
but he insisted that they do no such thing. “I was afraid 
I’d be there a couple months and come home,” he 
recalled. !at feeling of uncertainty changed shortly 
a"er he arrived.

“I got to Rome, my 'rst day there, walked into the chapel, 
and I just knew that I was going to stay there,” said 
!omas, who is now a chorbishop and has been a priest 
for more than 38 years. “I don’t know why. I just felt totally 
comfortable and at ease, and I knew I was going to stay.”

Chorbishop !omas, as Vicar General of the Eparchy, is 
the primary collaborator of Bishop Mansour in the 
administration of the Eparchy. He is also the pastor of 
Heart of Jesus Catholic Church in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
For him, priesthood has been about bringing people to 
Christ but also treating parishioners the right way.

!omas said he treats parishioners the same regardless 
of whether they have things like money or college degrees, 
and he described relationships with parishioners built on 
honesty — perhaps even brutal honesty.

Instead of giving gentle marital guidance to couples that 
might be easier to digest but less likely to lead to good 
resolutions, he said he’s more likely to give it to them 
straight: “!ese are the things you’re doing right, and 
these are the things you’re doing wrong.”

“You have to be honest with people,” he said, 
adding that he’s earned a reputation for 
being blunt, and tough when it comes 
to respecting Mass.

“I have a reputation of being very tough in the parish,” 
!omas said with a laugh. “I don’t like it when people 
come late. And I don’t like it when people leave early. 
And I don’t like it when people talk in the church, that 
kind of stu(.”

Yet, he said he’s able to have close relationships with 
parishioners because just as his words are sincere, his care 
is genuine. “!ey know I really care about them. So, that 
helps. People don’t mind being told ‘come to church on 
time,’ if they know you’re going to be there when they’re 
in the hospital … or when something’s not going right.”

A
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Chorbishop !omas served parishes in Detroit, Mich., 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Minneapolis, Minn., Somerset, N.J., 
and Miami, Fla., before coming to Fort Lauderdale. He 
hopes parishioners view him much like the Rev. George*I. 
Saad, his hometown priest of New Bedford, Mass. Saad 
garnered respect from parishioners, was approachable, 
and treated parishioners like family, !omas said.

Looking up to his priest and being an altar boy sparked 
!omas’ interest in the priesthood. He said it’s a story 
that’s similar for many prospective priests — 33 of his 36 
seminary school colleagues had been altar boys. Just like 
himself, he said, many boys lose at least some focus on 
any ideas of priesthood as they get older and start 
noticing young women. However, some with callings are 
drawn back into priesthood, and such was the case for 
him. And once he had that feeling of certainty that he 
should become a priest, when he walked into a chapel in 
Rome, that feeling never le" him.

During his years of service, !omas, who has a 
doctorate in canon law, worked for the Vatican for two 
years, where he helped with canon law interpretations.

In his 'rst role in the mid-1980s as pastor at St. Maron’s 
Church in Minneapolis at the age of 27, the church was 
in debt and there was room for far more parishioners, 
!omas recalled. So, he made an aggressive move. He 
called a local Catholic school and asked for a 
partnership: Young parishioners at his church could 
attend the private school and pay half the tuition, and 
the church would pay the other half.

“It was a big leap in the dark because we had no money 
and we were in debt,” he said, adding that those students 

had to attend mass and Sunday School at St. Maron’s as 
part of the deal. “I 'gured, you know what, if it’s for the 
kids, then the parents will start coming, and they did.” 
Church membership grew — which was also tied to 
outreach e(orts — and the increase in parishioners 
helped the church become 'nancially stable. It was a big 
move to draw in young people early on as a priest, but 
his focus on engaging young people has continued. 
!omas said parents also have an important role, 
including encouraging children to be active in the 
parish.

“Parents play a huge role. !at’s so, so important,” 
!omas said, adding that parents should also let their 
children pursue their callings, including to the 
priesthood. In his typical direct style, he said some 
parents discourage their children from being priests 
because they want grandkids or wrong-headedly believe 
priesthood is destined to be a life overwhelmed with 
sacri'ce. He called such discouragement “terrible.”

!omas’ father had insisted that he attend a Maronite 
church every Sunday. His mother, meanwhile, taught 
him his prayers. 

And even though !omas adamantly said he didn’t want 
a “going away party” for seminary school during that 
September more than 40 years ago — he warned them 
he might be back before Christmas — his parents still 
organized a celebration. !ey just tightened the 
invitation list and switched the name from a going away 
party to a family gathering. 

Brandon Shulleeta is a journalist and parishioner of 
St.!Anthony’s Maronite Catholic Church in Glen Allen, VA.
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“It was a big move to draw in 
young people early on as a priest, 
but his focus on engaging young 
people has continued.”



California Missions 

Our Lady of the Rosary  
[Carmichael]

Many Lebanese Maronite immigrants in Sacramento dreamed of having a 
Maronite Church. 

In 2006, Father Nabil Mouannes encountered two individuals from the 
Sacramento Community in Las Vegas, which he considers to be a 
providential encounter that inspired the $rst step towards our mission in 
Sacramento. Fr. Nabil stated that “the birth of Our Lady of the Rosary is a 
miraculous one.” 

In December 2015, Our Lady of the Rosary was fortunate to have the Relics 
of St. Sharbel visit the church. It was a great blessing for the church and 
hundreds visited day and night to get a blessing. Together with Father 
Ghattas Khoury, the community will continue to embark on a journey of 
faith, servitude, and hope towards preaching the word of God and passing 
the tradition and culture down to future generations.

Please join us for worship and fellowship at 6811 Fair Oaks Blvd, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. 

LIVING CHURCH
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Saints Peter and Paul  
[Simi Valley]

The parishioners of Saints Peter and Paul Church in Simi take 
great pride that under the leadership of Bishop (then Father) A. 
Elias Zaidan and many other good priests, they were able to build 
a beautiful place of worship for the Maronite Catholics of Ventura 
County, San Fernando, Conejo, Simi Valley and Santa Clarita 
Valley.  

From its beginnings in 2001, through the contributions of 
so many with time, talent, and treasures, the church in Simi 
Valley was consecrated on 9 September 2012 by Bishop Robert 
Shaheen.  

On 14 July 2019, Fr. Abda Sfeir, a diocesan priest from Lebanon, 
was appointed by Bishop A. Elias Zaidan as Administrator of 
Saints Peter and Paul Church. Since his appointment, he has 
worked diligently to ensure the community continues to grow 
and thrive.

All are welcome to join the community in worship, at festivals, or 
just to pay a visit at 1059 Ashland Ave, Simi Valley, CA 93065.
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Saint Joseph
[Riverside]

Saint Joseph Mission’s journey began in 1996 as an outreach 
e#ort from St. John Maron Church in Orange County. By October 
2015, Fr. Antoine Bakh was o#ering weekly Sunday evening 
Divine Liturgy.  In December 2015, Fr. Pierre Albalaa was assigned 
to the mission and Bishop Zaidan consecrated our new church.  

The hope of the mission then became to have a permanent priest 
to shepherd the community. WIth gratitude to God, the Blessed 
Mother and our patron Saint Joseph, on 18 July 2020, Father Fadi 
Bazouzi was assigned to be the permanent administrator of the 
Saint Joseph Maronite Catholic Mission.

The Maronite presence in Riverside will continue to grow and 
%ourish. You are most welcome to join us at 3870 Castleman St, 
Riverside, CA 92503.

Saint Sharbel 
[Stockton]

St. Sharbel Mission lives by the belief that God is behind every 
mission and the church is always a sign of God’s blessing over 
everything and everyone. A people who can build a church can 
build a nation.  

St. Sharbel Mission is grateful to  Fr. Paul Mouawad, the founder 
of Our Lady of Lebanon in San Francisco, for starting the mission. 
With the direction of Fr. John Nahal, land was acquired, and in 
July 2012, Fr. Nabil Mouannes arrived and the foundations of our 
mission began to truly take shape.  

Fr. Ghattas Khoury is now our pastor, and on 31 May 2015, Bishop 
A. Elias Zaidan dedicated Saint Sharbel Mission. We look forward 
now to the future and our service to God and his Church.  

You are most welcome to join us for worship and fellowship at 
4981 E 8 Mile Rd, Stockton, CA 95212.

Saint Jude  [West Covina]

The motto of St. Jude Church is taken from the Lebanese author 
Khalil Gibran: “Trust in dreams, for in them is hidden the gate of 
eternity.”

This motto manifests itself in the commitment of the parishioners 
of St. Jude to make their dream come true.  Supported by the grace 
of God, their dream is to serve and honor Him.  This dream began in 
the 1990s in the San Gabriel Valley of California, and with the help 
and assistance of many faithful priests, including the future Bishop 
A. Elias Zaidan, the dream became a reality.  

Among the most cherished treasures of St. Jude Church are the 
holy relics that have been brought there; those being relics of Saint 
Rafka, Saint Sharbel, Relics from Fatima, and relics of the Holy 
Passion of Our Lord. 

St. Jude welcomes all to visit and share in their future dreams. Join 
us for worship and fellowship at 1437 W Badillo St, West Covina, CA 
91790.
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     “And the Word Became Flesh …”
The Maronite Season of Announcement

 by Chorbishop Seely Beggiani

he liturgical Season of Announcement which prepares 
for the Birth of our Lord is unique to churches of the 
Syriac tradition. Its emphasis di(ers from the Latin 
Church’s season of Advent which focuses mainly on the 
second coming of Christ. !e Gospel readings for the 
Sundays during this season describe how the prophetic 
word of God which began with creation and manifested 
itself throughout the Old Testament culminates in the 
announcements to Zachary, Mary, Elizabeth and Joseph. 
!e prayers and hymns of the divine liturgies of each 
Sunday in the Maronite Book of O"ering provide 
worshippers with a deeper appreciation of how the birth 
of Christ represents the completion of God’s act of 
creation and the ful'llment of God’s revealing himself to 
human beings. !e following are some of the main 
themes found in the liturgy. 

The Word of God
!e prayers and hymns in the Maronite Book of 
O(ering consistently address Christ as God the Word. 
!e 'rst prayer of the Sunday of Announcement to 
Zachary begins: “O God the Word, when you chose to 
become man for our salvation, the archangel Gabriel was 
sent to Zacariah …”. !e entrance hymn for Sunday of 
the Visitation chants: “!e Eternal Word now dwells 
within you, Mary …”.

!e choice of the title ‘Word of God’ probably re$ects 
the in$uence of the Gospel of John on the Syriac 
tradition. !e opening lines of John give us a rich 
teaching on the nature of God, creation, revelation and 
the Incarnation. !ey declare:

T
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came to 
be through him … .

Di(ering from the book of Genesis, John teaches that 
God created through the Word and therefore God was 
revealing himself in the very act of creating. Both 
invisible and visible creation bear an imprint of the 
Word itself.

God’s Word becomes prophecy in the Sacred Scriptures 
through the action of God’s Spirit. Its purpose is to 
methodically prepare the human race for the ultimate 
goal of creation where the Word became $esh. !e 
‘prayer of forgiveness’ for Genealogy Sunday states: “By 
his birth, he ful'lled the revelation of the Holy Spirit, 
spoken by the prophets.

The Hiddenness of God
While the title ‘Word’ describes God as revealing 
himself, the Syriac tradition also stresses that the Word 
and God himself remain hidden or ungraspable. !is 
teaching is stressed in the Maronite Book of O"ering. !e 
‘prayer of forgiveness’ of the Announcement to Zachary 
liturgy chants: “Glory to you, O Hidden Son, who is 
beyond our understanding …”. And, the ‘hymn’ in the 
Genealogy Sunday liturgy refers to “the hidden Father’s 
Son, the Word …”.

The Word Became Flesh
!e Maronite liturgy echoes the prologue of John’s 
Gospel when speaking of the Incarnation. !e entrance 
prayer of Visitation Sunday chants: “!e Eternal Word 
now dwells within you, Mary. And, the opening prayer 
declares: “O hidden and exalted Lord Jesus Christ, you 
came down from heaven and dwelt in the womb of Mary 
for our salvation.”

God’s revelation is made explicit and completed through 
the Incarnation. !e hymn celebrating the birth of 
Christ chants: “Holy, holy, holy Lord God though once 
hidden, is revealed now.” And the incense prayer 
concluding the ‘prayer of forgiveness’ teaches: “When 
you became $esh, our eyes were able to see God, 
bringing us closer to the One who dwells in the heights. 
With the light of your knowledge, you enlightened our 
minds with the knowledge of the One who is beyond 
our understanding.” 
  
The Light of the World
!e Maronite liturgy declares that the Word of God in 
coming to the world is accompanied by God’s uncreated 
light. !e ‘prayer of forgiveness’ celebrating the birth of 
Christ chants: “You are the hidden Light, who shines 
upon the world, and the Ancient of Days, born of as a 
child from the Daughter of David.” Here again it seems 
to echo John’s prologue which declares: “!e true light, 
which enlightens everyone, is coming into the world.”  

Catechesis
In meditating on the birth of Christ, the Maronite 
liturgy recalls that God in creating through the Word 
wished to reveal himself in the very act of creating. !e 
image of God is especially seen in human beings. God’s 
intimacy with creation reaches perfection in the 
Incarnation. !e Maronite liturgy is conscious always of 
the awesomeness of God which overwhelms human 
understanding and is therefore hidden. It associates the 
Word of God with divine wisdom which the Old 
Testament teaches was in the presence of God at 
creation. !erefore, the Word chose to dwell among 
humans so that they could see and hear him and learn 
directly from his wisdom. 

Chorbishop Seely Beggiani is rector emeritus 
of Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary 
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Jacob of Serugh: 
Flute of the Holy Spirit and Harp of 
the faithful Church by Rev. Armando Elkoury

(Editor’s Note: 29 November 2021 marks the #$eenth 
centenary of the death of James of Serugh, a great #gure in 
the Syriac tradition. To access a series of lectures on his life 
and related topics, go to %e Hidden Pearl channel on 
YouTube.)

he thought and images created by Jacob of Serugh 
permeate the liturgical life of the Maronite Church. His 
theological thought permeates all the liturgical texts of 
the Maronite Church. !e baptismal and chrismation 
texts contain concepts found in Jacob’s work. So do the 
Book of O"ering, the Rite of Crowning ceremony, and the 
funeral rites. Twenty-one hymns in the Book of O"ering 
are set to a twelve-syllable meter. !ey are sung according 
to the Syriac melody bocooto dmor yacqoob or the petition 
of Saint Jacob. a metrical homily written by Jacob. Saint 
Sharbel died on the eve of the Glorious Birth of our Lord, 
reportedly singing abo dqooshto, “Righteous Father.”

Who then was this Jacob of Serugh?

Jacob was born to pious Christian parents in Kurtam, a 
village on the Euphrates, in 451. We do not know much 
about his parents except that his father was a priest. His 
birth was a miracle because his parents were barren; the 
merciful Lord heard the petitions of the sterile parents, 
and a son was born to them.

One story tells of an unusual event that happened when 
Jacob was three years old. His mother took him to church 
to celebrate one of the feasts of the Lord. !e church was 
crowded, full of worshipers. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
the infant Jacob le" his mother’s arms and broke through 
the crowd of believers at the invocation of the Holy 
Spirit. He went up to the altar of the Lord and drank 
three times from the consecrated cup. As a child, Jacob 
drank the blood of the Lord!  

T
Another remarkable story claims that Jacob began 
composing twelve-syllable verse homilies at the age of 
twelve, creating a new metrical structure named a"er 
him, the bocooto dmor yacqoob. !ese hagiographies 
wanted to show that Jacob was a remarkable child, 
endowed with the gi"s of the Holy Spirit since his tender 
age. !ey also highlight his extraordinary writing skills 
and innovation as a poet.

Jacob studied at the famous Persian School of Edessa, 
where St. Ephrem had taught a century before. As a 
student, Jacob learned the Bible by heart. He also studied 
the writings of his predecessors, including Ephrem. 
Jacob’s works show that Ephrem in$uenced his 
theological notions. Jacob did not just parrot his teachers 
but was an innovator in biblical interpretation. Many 
came to Edessa to listen to him and learn from him. 
Despite his youth — he was only 22 — he achieved 
signi'cant fame. His talents drew the attention of the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy and several bishops came to 
examine his orthodoxy. At the request of these bishops, 
Jacob composed an impromptu commentary on the 
chariot that Ezekiel saw (see Ezekiel 1). Gaining the 
approval of these bishops, he began to teach throughout 
his homeland.

!e precise date and place of Jacob’s ordination to the 
priesthood and elevation as a periodeut (visitator) are 
unknown, but they must have taken place before 503. As 
a visitator, in the name of his bishop, Jacob spent most of 
his priestly ministry proclaiming the Word of God to 
clergy, monastics, and laity alike. He was ordained bishop 
of Batnan in Serugh. Jacob remained in this o#ce for 
two-and-a-half years until his death on 29 November 
521, which became his feast day.
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Jacob needed 70 scribes to write down his numerous 
works. !e signi'cance of his writings a(orded him the 
honor to be among the most distinguished Syriac 
authors. Jacob saw himself as a ten-stringed instrument 
and continually praised the Son of God. Jacob of Serugh 
is known as the $ute of the Holy Spirit and the harp of 
the faithful Church, or simply as the teacher. His 
writings were translated early on into Coptic, Arabic, 
Ethiopian, Armenian, and Georgian. !e Maronite 
Church, the Syriac Orthodox Church, and other Syriac 
Churches regard him as a saint. Jacob of Serugh’s astute 
theological insights are full of powerful imagery that 
enriches the believer.

On the baptism of the Lord, Jacob wrote:
The King’s Son willed to be baptized and went to John.
While yet afar, the waters surged to meet their Lord.
The river rose and spoke of him without a word.
Christ came to bless the waters there to give new life.
The Spirit !owed and hovered there, above the waves.
His burning !ame made waters boil and burn within.
His !ame then spread and over!owed at his descent.
The river burst with !ames of "re that burned so bright. 

On the Priesthood and Altar, the Teacher wrote: 
The Lord established the Holy Church on earth instead of Paradise,
and appointed priests to His service without animal sacri"ces.
He revealed Himself to be the hidden Tree of Life,
and let His fruits drop on those who are near and those who are far.
Behold, the priests surround the Tree of Life, pick fruits from Him,
and give life to human beings from Him daily …
Christ, the benevolent Heir, Who is altogether light,

came and restored what was corrupted from the beginning.
He granted the priesthood to His Twelve with the laying of His hands,
and appointed priests to the service of the Tree of Life.
In splendor, with the gentle waving of the hands, and in holiness,
behold, the priests surround the Tree of Life at the Holy Altar. 
Priests were appointed to the o#ce of the spiritual Seraphim,
to which it had been proper to appoint Adam …
They glorify Him in the Church, God’s Eden,
and give the fruits of the Tree of Life to the entire world.
The priests stand at the blessed fountain of Eden,
and irrigate from it the entire creation that thirsts for Him.
They hold the keys which the head of the disciples received,
and open the doors of life that the entire world might enter.
They take up common bread to the Altar while reciting prayers,
and bring down from it an Immolated Body, that the Church might eat 

from it.
They pour wine of vines in chalices in the Holy of Holies,
and it becomes blood, that the entire world might be pardoned with it.
The following short extract complement the one above:
Behold, our Lord is the Tree of Life bearing fruit.
Come, let us pluck from Him and eat from Him the choice harvest.
We have su#ciently eaten from the tree of knowledge!
The Tree of Life came to us that we might eat from it.
Behold, the Church is the Divine Paradise,
and the Holy Altar is that Tree full of Life.  

Rev. Armando Elkoury, is vice rector of 
Our Lady of Lebanon Seminary in Washington, DC

Christ came to bless the waters there to give new life.
The Spirit flowed and hovered there, above the waves.
His burning flame made waters boil and burn within.
His flame then spread and overflowed at his descent.
The river burst with flames of fire that burned so bright. 

“ “
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On Saturday, 18 September, 
Abbot William Driscoll passed 
into eternal life. In keeping with 
their cloistered life of simplicity, 
the funeral was held on Monday, 
20 September 2021, at the Most 
Holy Trinity Monastery in 
Petersham, Massachusetts, with 
Abbot Patrick presiding. 

Abbot William, for the past 
several months, received round 
the clock care by the monks, and 
just before he passed, he received 
the last rites of the Church and 
made his last confession. Abbot 
William was buried in the 
Monastery cemetery next to the 
three other monks who went 
before him. 

!e Abbot lived and died with 
simplicity and devotion to God, 
and has inspired his monks to 
the same kind of life. Abbot 
William was the founder and 
"rst Abbot of the community, 
and le# to the Eparchy of Saint 
Maron and the entire Church, a 
legacy of great spiritual value. 

On behalf of the clergy, religious 
and laity of the Eparchy of 
Saint Maron, Bishop Gregory 
extended to Abbot Patrick and 
his monks, as well as to all the 
family and friends of Abbot 
William, our heartfelt condolences 
and prayers. May God’s faithful 
servant rest in peace.

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord.

A3!-* N*!1 
A/!-S-'!1*+ 

M!4#*'-
Bishop Gregory Mansour 
received the sad news of the 
passing of Mrs. Aqila Naim 
Abi-Sleiman Mikhael, the 
mother of Father Elie Mikhael. 
!e funeral service took place at 
Saint Simon the Stylite Church 
in Biqsmaya, Batroun, Lebanon.  
She was preceded in death by 
her faithful husband Hares, her 
sister, Souad, and her brothers 
George and Antoun.  

She leaves behind her sons Fr. 
Elie, Tony, and his family, and 
Hares, as well as her siblings 
Georgette and Richwan. 

Condolences, acknowledgement 
of prayers, or the o$ering of a 
Divine Liturgy can be sent to Fr. 
Elie at Saint Anthony Church, 
145 Amesbury Street, Lawrence, 
MA 01841.  

On behalf of the clergy, religious 
and laity of the Eparchy of 
Saint Maron, Bishop Gregory 
Mansour expressed heartfelt 
condolences and prayerful 
support to Fr. Elie and his 
family.  

L$,!" S**.
Mr. Louis Saad, brother of 
Chorbishop Richard Saad, 
passed to eternal life on 
25%August 2021. Louis is 
survived by his wife Kathy, his 
brothers Harvey, Chorbishop 
Richard, and Ronnie, his "ve 
daughters, his sons-in-law, his 
grandchildren, his nieces, and 
nephews. 

Condolences may be sent to 
Chorbishop Richard Saad 
at: 627 10th Avenue South, 
Birmingham, AL 35205. He 
may also be reached at 205-915-
7215. 

On behalf of the Eparchy of Our 
Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles 
and all the Clergy, Religious and 
Laity of the Eparchy, Bishop A. 
Elias Zaidan  o$ered sincere 
condolences and prayers to the 
family of Mr. Louis Saad. 

M*&!*1 
F*&*# A4$,&)

Bishop Gregory Mansour 
received the sad news of the 
passing of Mrs. Mariam Farah 
Akoury, the mother of Father 
Tony Akoury. !e funeral 
service took place in his 
hometown in Lebanon. She was 
preceded in death a few months 
ago by her faithful husband 
who was for many years her 
caregiver.

Condolences or the 
acknowledgement of prayers or 
the o$ering of a Divine Liturgy 
can be sent to Fr. Tony Akoury 
at Saint Joseph Church, 6025 
Glenridge Drive, Sandy Springs, 
GA 30328. 

On behalf of the clergy, religious 
and laity of the Eparchy of Saint 
Maron, Bishop Gregory o$ered 
to Fr. Tony and his family, 
heartfelt condolences and 
prayerful support.
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ANNUAL
R!2#*&. B-*+4 | St. Louis Gonzaga | Utica, NY
T'&'"* B-*+4 |  St. Louis Gonzaga | Utica, NY 

PERPETUAL
A!"#$% B&&'()$# | St. Elias | Birmingham, AL
M(#&* B&&'()$# | St. Elias | Birmingham, AL
R&+$#, L-)$ L$./0 | St. Louis Gonzaga | Utica, NY
M*&!' S*-'# |  St. George | San Antonio, TX
J$"'%# S$51* | St. Anthony of Padua | Cincinnati, OH
F#. P$,$# Z&1+/ | St. Elias | Birmingham, AL

The Order of Saint 
Sharbel New Members

The Order of Saint Sharbel is an organization of lay 
people and clergy who have pledged their spiritual 

strength and $nancial support for Our Lady of 
Lebanon Seminary and the retired Maronite clergy 

of the Maronite Eparchies in the USA. 

For more information about the Order ask your 
Pastor, visit www.orderstsharbel.org or write  to:

EPARCHY OF SAINT MARON
109 Remsen Street  |  Brooklyn, NY 11201 

or
EPARCHY OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON 

1021 South 10th Street  |  St. Louis, MO 63104

S&. C-*,.'00' B$,-S**.'
A beautiful soul le# this earth 
on 15 October 2021 to reach the 
true eternal home.

Sr. Claudette Bou-Saade, 
Antonine Sister, was for the 
last three years before her 
passing, at Dar El Rahme, 
in Roumieh, El Metn, where 
most of the older Antonine 
Sisters reside under the care of 
other professional sisters and 
competent sta$ there, close 
to the Motherhouse of the 
Antonine Sisters. She wanted to 
be with her older sister, also an 
Antonine sister, who was sick 
and passed on last year. 

Sr. Claudette had lived for 34 
years in the United States, 
speci"cally at the convent of 
the Antonine Sisters in North 
Jackson, Ohio. She had studied 
at the Notre Dame College in 
Cleveland and earned there a 
Bachelor’s degree, then went 
back to Lebanon for few years 
and was reassigned again to the 
USA as one of the sisters who 
were to establish the Adult Day 
Care in the area, close to the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Lebanon and the convent. Prior 
to all these years, Sr. Claudette 
had taught kindergarten 
children at some of the schools 
of the Antonine Sisters in 
Lebanon.

Sr. Claudette worked tirelessly 
wherever she served but also 
in a special way here in the US, 
being with the elderly at the 
adult day care since its birth, 
caring for them in every way, 
and especially also, inventing 
and making all kinds of cra#s 
and other activities and games 
with and for them. In fact, she 
was the activity coordinator at 
the Adult Day Care preparing 
everything from scratch. She 
was always artistic and very 
creative. All who knew her 
testify that she was loving, 
compassionate, self-giving, 
funny, welcoming to strangers, 
diligent, and big-hearted.

To those who knew her, 
Sr. Claudette was the ever-
hospitable nun, very nice, 
caring, smiling, and active. 
She possessed a great sense of 
humor and had a ready answer 
for whomever wanted to joke 
with her or question her about 
something.

We thank God for the gi# of Sr. 
Claudette’s life and virtues and 
we ask God to send committed 
and saintly vocations for His 
vineyard.
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13th Annual MYA Conference 
by Maya Khoury, National MYA Board Member 

aronite Young Adults from around 
the United States came together on 
Labor Day weekend for three days 
of spiritual and social activities at 
Mundelein Seminary in Illinois. 
!e 13th Annual MYA Conference 
kicked o( on Friday evening. !e 
National MYA Board welcomed 
everyone back, a"er such a long time 
apart, for an exciting weekend.

!e evening activities included 
dinner followed by Divine Liturgy 
with Bishop Gregory Mansour 
and Bishop Elias Zaidan. It was a 
special treat to have them celebrate 
Divine Liturgy with the young 
adults alongside many other clergy. 
Following the Divine liturgy, we 
had a social evening hosted by the 
National MYA Board. Over 150 

Maronites participated in a fun 
Family Feud - Maronite Edition 
game night sharing many laughs. 
Saturday morning started out bright 
and early with Divine Liturgy, 
followed by a delicious breakfast to 
start the exciting day. Following the 
breakfast, the MYA participated in a 
regional and eparchial link up with 
each of their Bishops and National 
MYA Regional Coordinators. !e 
break-out sessions were a perfect 
time for everyone to learn more 
about spiritual and social activities 
within our regions and to share 
contact information for upcoming 
events throughout the year. !e 
collaboration between the young 
adults sparked several new ideas 
for the upcoming year and a lot of 
planning has already begun. 

Chris Padgett, the guest speaker, 
had three sessions throughout the 
weekend with the young adults 
discussing leadership and advice to 
live a holy life. One of the quotes that 
resonated with many young adults 
was, “Why would anyone want what 
you have if you don’t even want 
what you have?” !is was discussed 
all weekend, giving them food for 
thought — do we value what blessings 
we have? A"er each discussion, the 
young adults would meet in small 
groups to re$ect and take a deeper 
dive into their faith and the similar 
experiences they had with each other.

!roughout the weekend, there 
were many fun activities planned, 
which included a basket-ball 
tournament, volleyball games, a 

M



MYO Regional 
Retreats
Registration is open at www.maroniteyouth.org!
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Follow us on Social Media
National MYO: Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter, and TikTok! @maroniteyouth
Eparchy of OLOL MYO: Facebook @ololeparchy.myo and Instagram @olol_myo
Eparchy of St. Maron | Facebook @o!icemyya and Instagram @o!ice_myya

5K run, Maronite Mingle, dabke 
and dancing, piano sing-alongs and 
much more. It was exciting to see the 
passion all shared through their faith 
and friendships. Many young adults 
met for the 'rst time, creating bonds 
and future long-lasting friendships. 
!e most asked question by the end 
of the weekend was, “When is the 
next event?” because everyone had 
such a great time. !e young adults 
found that the beauty of sharing the 
faith and culture with each other built 
bonds that allowed for the growth of 
love and admiration for each other. 
!e most exciting aspect about leaving 
an MYA conference is the feeling of 
being rejuvenated in the faith and the 
excitement for what is to come. Stay 
tuned for a big announcement of next 
year’s location coming soon! 
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Struggling Lebanon 
Needs Prayers by Joseph Haboush

raveling to Lebanon for summer vacation has long 
been a favorite time of the year for many Lebanese-
Americans. But the country they grew up to know 
and love is no longer the same.  

Lebanon is experiencing one of the world’s worst 
economic disasters in the last 150 years, according to 
the World Bank. A jaw-dropping 70 percent of its 
residents are living in poverty and for most Lebanese 
depositors’ life savings are inaccessible to them. For 
years, Lebanon’s currency had been fairly stable. But 
since the economic crisis hit in late 2019, the pound 
has lost about 90% of its value. Only in Venezuela and 
Zimbabwe is in$ation higher. 

!e writing had been on the wall for years about the 
country’s unsustainable economic and 'nancial 
structure. Nationwide anti-government protests broke 
out, and the prime minister stepped down. Banks 
shut their doors and people went into panic mode. A 
new government was formed, but the pandemic and 
the August 4 explosion at the Port of Beirut blast were 
devastating.

Adding to the economic pressure is the presence of an 
estimated 1.5 million Syrian, Palestinian and Iraqi 
refugees in this small country. !e exact number 
varies due to the lack of o#cial government 'gures, 
but these populations have also been just as a(ected 
by the crises in Lebanon.

T It is understandable that some have found the 
situation intolerable and want to leave. Christine Abi-
Abdallah of St. Jude Church in West Covina, 
California, has lived in Lebanon for the past three 
years. She has decided to leave. “I cannot believe this 
is what Lebanon has become. I cannot wait to move 
back to the United States. !e country I am escaping 
from is a foreign country.”

Many Lebanese, including doctors, professors and 
other professionals, have already $ed in the hope of a 
better future for themselves and their families. !e 
head of the World Health Organization sounded the 
alarm following a visit to Lebanon. “Nurses are 
leaving, doctors are leaving,” Tedros Adhanoma 
Ghebreyesus was quoted as saying, “!at is very 
serious. I don’t know if there is any country in such a 
situation, which is really dire.”

Apart from the brain drain, there was and still is a 
shortage of fuel, medicine and basic supplies. Last 
year, the government defaulted for the 'rst time on its 
sovereign debt, which was a $1.2 billion Eurobond. 
!ey chose to use what reserves were le" in the 
Central Bank to continue subsidizing fuel, medicine 
and bread. !ese subsidies have been gradually 
reduced over the past year. Any person traveling to 
Lebanon, expat or tourist, will almost certainly have 
bags or suitcases full of medicine. With the winter 
approaching, locals need help securing fuel for their 
heating systems or money to pay for 're logs.
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Foreign countries are sending fuel and the United 
States has supported a World Bank-supported plan to 
allow Egypt and Jordan to sell Lebanon natural gas and 
electricity via Syria. !is will help provide electricity, 
which this summer was only available for a few hours a 
day at most households and businesses, and reduce the 
subsidies paid by the state to fuel power plants. !e 
subsidies for the state-run electricity company alone 
cost the government between $1.5 - $2 billion per year.

Remittances from the Lebanese diaspora and expat 
community continue to be the lifeline for thousands 
of families. In 2020, the total amount of remittances 
stood at $6.3 billion, the 'rst among Arab countries 
in terms of per capita remittances, according to the 
Union of Arab Banks secretary-general. “Money 
transfers to Lebanon accounted for 37 percent of its 
GDP,” the secretary-general said.

!ere are those like Father Boutros El Hachem, pastor 
of St. Louis Gonzaga Church in Utica, New York, who 
will always cherish Lebanon as home, “I still 'nd love 
when I watch my mother’s eyes, and power when I 
hear my father’s words, and joy when I see my 
nephew and niece playing. Lebanon is not only my 
country, it is my family. It will be forever my love, my 
strength, and my joy. May God protect Lebanon and 
keep Lebanon safe from evil.” 

Joseph Haboush is Washington correspondent for Al 
Arabiya English, where he focuses on US foreign policy. 
Follow him on Twitter @jhaboush.

Lebanon is experiencing 
one of the world’s worst 
economic disasters in the 
last 150 years, according 
to the World Bank. A jaw-
dropping 70 percent of its 
residents are living in 
poverty and for most 
Lebanese depositors’ life 
savings are inaccessible 
to them.

“
“
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Please consider the following ways in which you can help the Maronite Church! 

Legacy Giving
This is a creative way to support the Church.  
Legacy Giving can involve contributing through 
your will, insurance policy, or retirement assets. 

You can get a tax deduction today and provide 
yourself with a steady source of income in future 
years through a charitable trust.

How to Remember Your Church in Your Will 
Suggested wording for a bequest to the Eparchy of 
Saint Maron of Brooklyn:
“I give and bequeath to the Eparchy of Saint Maron 
of Brooklyn _______% of the residue of my estate [or:  
the sum of $________].”

Suggested wording for a bequest to the Eparchy of 
Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles:
“I give and bequeath to the Eparchy of Our Lady of 
Lebanon of Los Angeles _______% of the residue of 
my estate [or:  the sum of $________].”

Tax-Smart Giving of Appreciated Stock or other Assets

The gift of an asset such as common stock or 
mutual fund shares that have increased in value 
can be a smart way to make a contribution and 
receive maximum tax benefits based on the value 
of the asset.  

Gifts of other appreciated assets such as land, 
antiques, and homes, can also be utilized as 
potential gifts with valuable tax benefits. 

Gifts of these assets should be considered on a 
case-by-case basis.

For more information on any of these options,  
please contact:

Stewardship Director
John F. Kurey, Esq., MBA  
718-237-9913 or 314-231-1021 

saintmaron@yahoo.com or 
maroniteswest@yahoo.com

E!ective Ways
You Can Help Your Eparchy!



Virtual Benefit Event for the 
Eparchy of Saint Maron of Brooklyn

Dear Brother Priests, Deacons and Subdeacons, 
Consecrated Men and Women, Lay Faithful:

!ank you for supporting this year’s Virtual Bene't 
Event for the Eparchy of Saint Maron of Brooklyn.

!is year’s Virtual Event gathered the faithful from 
throughout the Eparchy via Zoom and was a beautiful 
occasion highlighted by a special Tribute to Lebanon, 
which honored all of the organizations and individuals 
who are helping Lebanon during these challenging 
times. We were especially blessed to have, by Zoom, 
the Consul General of Lebanon, Mrs. Abir Taha Audi, 
present with us.

We also were delighted to have special guests by video, 
including His Eminence and Beatitude Bechara Peter 
Rai, Patriarch of Antioch and all of the East; Reverend 
Dominique Hanna, the Rector of Our Lady of Lebanon 
Maronite Cathedral in Brooklyn; and Chorbishop 
Michael !omas, Vicar General and Pastor of Heart of 
Jesus Maronite Church in Fort Lauderdale, FL.

More than $140,000 has been donated thus far to 
support the Eparchy’s seminarians, retired priests, 
parishes and missions, and other ministries. Donations 
can still be made through the end of the year online at 
https://www.stmaron.org/donate-1 or by mailing a 
check payable to the Eparchy of Saint Maron to:

Eparchy of Saint Maron
109 Remsen Street

Brooklyn, NY 11201

Please designate your gi" for the Fall Bene't Event. A 
generous portion of the event’s net proceeds will be 
allocated for aid to Lebanon and the Middle East.

Several institutions and individuals o(ered short 
videos with thanks to the Eparchy and its faithful for 
their support. !ese inspiring videos, as well as a 
recording of the event, are available on the Eparchy’s 
YouTube channel.

!ank you to all who supported this important 
fundraising event, prayerfully and 'nancially. May God 
bless you for your generosity. 

Gratefully yours in Christ,

+Gregory John Mansour
Bishop of the Eparchy of Saint Maron
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56th Annual Assumption Pilgrimage
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On 13-15 August 2021 the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Lebanon, celebrated its 56th annual pilgrimage honoring 
Our Lady’s Assumption. 

!e religious event was "lled with liturgies, devotions, 
discussions, and liturgies of three rites: Maronite, 
Byzantine, and Latin. Bishop David Bonnar of the Diocese 
of Youngstown, in his "rst visit to the Shrine, celebrated 
the Latin Rite Liturgy. Bishop John Michael Botean of the 
Romanian Eparchy of St. George in Canton celebrated 
the Byzantine Liturgy and the service of the Dormition 
of the Virgin which has become a tradition at the Shrine. 
Bishop A. Elias Zaidan of Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon, 
with Bishop Gregory Mansour of Eparchy of St. Maron, 
Chorbishop Anthony Spinosa and Chorbishop John D. Faris 
and many priests concelebrants, o$ered a Maronite Divine 
Liturgy. Bishop Mansour ordained Christian Hbaiter to the 
subdiaconate. 

Father Boniface Hicks, OSB of St. Vincent’s Archabbey in 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania, conducted a spiritual re&ection on 
the patronage of St. Joseph.  

!ree days of prayer, food, and fellowship included Maronite 
Youth Activities and music provided by the Lowellville Band. 
A glorious outdoor candlelight procession over&owed onto 
Lipkey Road. !is was followed by a spectacular "reworks 
display that burst above the statue of Our Lady of Lebanon at 
the top of the tower.  
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A New Addition to The Maronite Voice family: 
Anna Salloum, a TMV feature writer, and her 
husband Stephen, are the proud parents of 
Joseph Lucca Salloum, born on 
1 September.  FYI:  Anna participated in a 
Zoom meeting of our editorial board later 
that day!

FAYETTEVILLE, 

NORTH CAROLINA   

Religious Education 

The parishioners of Saint Michael the Archangel 
Church in Fayetteville, North Carolina, were busy 
preparing for the opening of their Religious Education 
Program. Before beginning classes on 22 September 
2021, the catechists received a blessing from Fr. Paul 
Damien, and classrooms were freshly painted, cleaned, 
and organized. When all preparations for religious 
instruction were completed, approximately 40 children 
(ages 3-15) gathered in the parish social hall to begin 
the new catechetical year. The children were divided 
into four groups:  

• Pre-K and Kindergarten—taught by Marie 
VanHeusen and Christine Vecchios

• 1st and 2nd grade—taught by Marie Realle-
Catalana—will prepare for their First Holy 
Communion in a two-year program 

• 3rd – 5th grade—taught by Virginia and Jon Deason
• 6th grade and higher—taught by Tresa VanHeusen

Inspired by the Good Shepherd Catechesis program 
in many Roman Catholic Churches, two rooms were 
devoted to the little children. One room contained an 
atrium with a small chapel area, main altar, tabernacle, 
altar of preparation and altar of the gospels. In this 
room, the children also learned prayers, read Bible 
stories, and received instruction about the Maronite 
liturgy. The second room was used for crafts, coloring, 
writing, and other activities. While the students were 
engaged in their religious education, Deacon Chuck 
Van Heusen led a one-hour discussion with the adult 
parishioners on aspects of the Maronite faith. This 
group met during the $rst $ve weeks of the new 
catechetical year to discuss the last four topics: Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. 

Parish News
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UTICA, NEW YORK  

Assumption Pilgrimage and 
the Order of Saint Sharbel 
Installation
by Deacon Paul Salamy

On 14 and 15 August 2021, 18 parishioners from Saint Louis 
Gonzaga Church in Utica, New York, attended the 56th Annual 
Assumption Pilgrimage at the Basilica and National Shrine of 
Our Lady of Lebanon in North Jackson, Ohio. 

After the morning Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 15 August, the 
Feast of the Assumption, Bishop Gregory Mansour installed four 
of St. Louis Gonzaga’s parishioners as members of the Order 
of Saint Sharbel. The ceremony took place in the tower chapel 
under the statue of Our Lady of Lebanon. Robert Luke Lewis 
was installed as a Perpetual Member. Deacon Paul Salamy and 
Richard and Teresa Blank were installed as Annual Members. 
The new members participated in the entrance procession at 
the Ponti$cal Divine Liturgy that evening. 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA  

St. Elias Feast Day Annual Picnic 

On 25 July 2021, St. Elias Church in Birmingham, Alabama, celebrated 
its 110th Annual Parish Picnic. The parishioners enjoyed getting back 
together again after a year of “social distancing.” Events included a 
Cake Walk, Surprise Package Booth, Go-Fish, Face Painting, Indoor 
In%atables, Volleyball, Horseshoe, Corn-Hole and Three-Legged Race. 
There was a Reverse Ra&e for which only 100 tickets were sold. The 
third to last ticket drawn won $500, the second to last won $1,000, and 
the last ticket drawn won $3,500. And, of course, there was delicious 
food. The menu included a combination of Southern and Lebanese 
cuisine: pork and beef brisket sandwiches and chicken, pork and beef 
brisket plates, sof-souf and Lebanese ice cream. It was a great way to 
celebrate our patron, St. Elias! 



PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

“Welcome Home, Welcome 
Back to St. Maron’s”

Like many other church communities, the parishioners 
of St. Maron Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have 
faced numerous challenges over the past two years due to 
the COVID pandemic. It was di!cult to gather for worship, 
to enjoy fellowship, or to host social events. Sadly, St. 
Maron’s three-day summer church festival that typically 
draws thousands of church and community patrons, 
was postponed. When Philadelphia’s COVID restrictions 
were slightly relaxed, Fr. Andrawos El Tabchi and parish 
committees launched a campaign to bring back church 
members and activities. Fr. Tabchi titled this movement, 
“Welcome Home, Welcome Back to St. Maron’s.”

In late August 2021, a “Welcome Home, Welcome Back to 
St. Maron’s” video was posted on the parish social media 
channels. The video featured members of the community 
returning to church as one family referred to as “We are 
Saint Maron’s!” This sparked the MYA group to organize 
activities and $eld trips that brought them together in 
prayer and fellowship. The young adults held a barbecue, 
went bowling, and attended a Phillies Baseball Game. The 
video also served as a springboard for the Fall Ha%i held 
on Saturday, 2 October, their $rst community social event 
since 2019. Over 150 parishioners and friends (representing 
di#erent generations) gathered in the church hall for a night 
of great food, entertainment, camaraderie, and dancing the 
traditional dabke. Fr. Tabchi extended a sincere “thanks”to 
everyone who helped make this Ha%i a success — especially 
the Parish Council, Finance Committee, Festival Committee, 
and those who prepared the delicious food. Surviving the 
struggles of the times, getting back to praying in church, 
and participating in parish activities is a way to practice 
spiritual re%ection.  
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LAWRENCE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Knights of Mary & MYA
by Colette Sadek

The “Knights of Mary” advisors from St. Anthony Church in Lawrence, 
Massachusetts, were excited to reignite their youth program after 
an interrupted year due to the COVID pandemic. They kicked o# their 
program on Saturday, 2 October by attending Liturgy together. The 
children (5 to 13 years old) gathered to reconnect and socialize after 
a long break. Over 70 children meet every two weeks from 5pm – 
7pm in the church hall. To work with each other, the participants 
are divided into age appropriate groups.The program focuses on 
discussions, writings, crafts, games, music, and culinary projects. 
These activities were designed to help children understand their 
Maronite faith, culture, heritage, and to know their Lebanese roots 
and grow in their Maronite community. 

Also, on 26 September, St. Anthony’s MYA had a great 
time celebrating the end of summer vacation.  They 
played volleyball, barbecued, and socialized. The MYA will 
be planning fellowship activities for the fall and winter 
seasons.  
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GLEN ALLEN, VIRGINIA   

St. Joseph Society 

In observance of the “Year of Saint Joseph,” St. Anthony Church 
in Glen Allen, Virginia, established “Saint Joseph the Provider 
Society.” The members of this society promote devotion to their 
patron, St. Joseph. They are involved in activities that provide 
help to parishioners and the broader Richmond community 
including the following: visit parishioners and send cards to 
those who cannot participate in parish life, provide meals, 
drive individuals to appointments, and help with yard work. 
Recently, society members cleaned the grounds for the Monte 
Maria Monastery of the Sisters of the Visitation. Also during the 
month of October, society members completed a Walk-A-Thon 
to support suicide prevention and a cure for cancer. The Saint 
Joseph Society members are planning more activities to bene$t 
others who need their services. 

YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO  

St. Maron Church  
by Marilyn Mastronarde

St. Maron Church, Youngstown, Ohio, has been a busy parish 
community this past spring and summer. On 18 July 2021, a 
Memorial Liturgy was held for the 34 individuals who passed 
away during the pandemic and could not be properly honored at 
the time of their deaths. May they rest in peace. The community 
of St. Maron gathered for Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m., and then 
enjoyed a catered meal immediately following at the Rev. Peter 
A. Eid Recreation Area behind the church. Over 200 parishioners 
and family members were in attendance.  

We were blessed to be able to again host Vacation Bible School 
this summer. This year’s theme was Heroes of the Old Testament: 
Daniel (courage), Joshua (leadership), and Ruth (wisdom). Each 
day focused on one of the heroes. The children were divided into 
groups and rotated through four sections. Thank you, Fr. Tony 
and Justine Truslow, for planning and implementing the entire 
program. Fr. Tony served as the religious education instructor; 
Justine the arts and crafts instructor; and Nadine Gabriel 
the dance instructor.  Parents assisted with the snacks and 
recreational portion of the program each day. Over 30 children 
(ages 4-11) from the parish participated.  

For the $rst time in over three decades, St. Maron Church hosted 
a Family Festival on 21-22 August. It was immensely successful, 
in more ways than one! We came together as a community 
with many parishioners returning to church after the pandemic. 
Lebanese food and pastries were bountiful. Both Arabic and 
American musicians performed (Daoud — Arabic band on 
Saturday, and RDNA — a popular local American band with ties 
to St. Maron Church on Sunday). 
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UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA  

September Events 
by Dr. Mabel George Howard 

11 September 2021, marked the 20th 
anniversary of the horri$c attacks on the United 
States. Our nation was gripped by the harrowing 
acts of $rst responders in the aftermath of these 
events. The parishioners of St. George Church 
in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, paid tribute to 
the $rst responders in Fayette County, among 
whom were some who responded to the crash 
of Flight 93 in Shanksville, PA, in 2001. Father 
Aaron Sandbothe celebrated a “Blue Mass” to 
honor the local $rst responders and to pray for 
those who gave their lives in service of others. In 
his homily, Father Aaron recognized the courage 
of these individuals who helped their fellow 
brothers and sisters.  He commented, “On 9/11, 
this sad and solemn day, we are reminded that 
while man is capable of great evil, he is also 
capable of tremendous goodness … of love, 
compassion, and self-sacri$ce.” Following liturgy, 
the $rst responders enjoyed a delicious dinner in 
the parish hall sponsored by the St. George First 
Responders Committee. 

On 19 September 2021, St. George Church 
welcomed His Excellency, Bishop Gregory 
Mansour, on a pastoral visit. He concelebrated 
the liturgy with Father Aaron Sandbothe, pastor. 
In his homily, Bishop Gregory discussed three 
speci$c aspects of the Cross that illumine our 
lives: Su#ering, Death, and Humility.  “Su#ering 
can be a path that brings us closer to God.  Death 
is not the end — true believers feel a deeper 
union with God.  Humility — Life is not all about 
you and what you want. No one is better than 
anyone else.  The world does not revolve around 
you.” Following the liturgy, a delicious brunch, 
prepared by the Ladies Guild, was held in the 
parish hall.  

The same day, the 32nd Annual Uniontown 
Rosary Walk, organized and 
sponsored by the Altar & Rosary 
Society, took place. This event, 
honoring the Mother of God, 
began inside St. George Church 

with a Maronite chant to the Mother of God. 
Bishop Gregory expressed the importance of 
honoring the Mother of God. The participants 
then continued in the “Garden of Prayer” with the 
recitation of the $rst decade of the rosary. Bishop 
Gregory joined the faithful for the Rosary Walk 
accompanied by Father Aaron. The Knights of 
Columbus led the participants in a procession to 
$ve other parishes where the faithful from three 
Catholic traditions: (Maronite, Latin, Byzantine) 
prayed. The worshippers continued to pray a 
decade of the rosary at each church followed by 
hymns to the Mother of God. The Rosary Walk 
concluded with the Litany to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and Benediction chanted at the last church.  
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DARTMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS 

A Reflection of my “Vocation Journey”  
by Sister Emily Mary Lattouf 

During my two years as a postulant with the Maronite Servants of Christ the 
Light, I often read these true words of Jesus: “Amen, I say to you, there is no one 
who has given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or lands for my sake and the sake of the gospel who will not receive a hundred 
times more now…”  (Mark 10:29-30)

During postulancy, I have had to adjust to my new life in the convent. I left my 
family (mother, father, three sisters, and brother) to begin this religious journey. 
Although I miss my loved ones, I carry them in my heart wherever I go. I pray for my 
family each day and entrust them to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary who loves them. I have learned that the Divine Giver will never be 
outdone in generosity. Through the surrender of my family, He has given me His 
family, especially the Maronite Sisters. In our vocation as Maronite Servants, we 
serve the people as spiritual mothers. We comfort the grieving, visit the sick, rejoice 
with newlyweds, celebrate First Holy Communions, and help in many other ways. 
I have received a hundred-fold for what I have given. I am grateful to my sisters, 
parishioners, and community friends for their warm welcome and generosity.

On 8 September 2021, I became a novice, Sister Emily Mary. I am excited to 
continue my “vocation journey.” In the novitiate, I look forward to learning more 
about the evangelical counsels, vows of obedience, chastity and poverty that 
will lead me to live a greater charity.  I desire to love and serve the Lord and His 
children. The vows will ask me to sacri$ce something good for a greater good. 
My novitiate prepares me to take these vows. I encourage young women who are 
considering a religious vocation to pray for an open and generous heart. If Jesus 
is asking you to follow Him, let Him take your hand and lead you.  Trust in Jesus, 
and you will not be disappointed. He will never be outdone in generosity.  Please 
pray for me during this next stage of my formation.  

Syriac Treasures is a new book series established 
by Fr. Armando Elkhoury. The purposes of 
Syriac Treasures are twofold. Firstly, this series 
intends to translate the Syriac Christian heritage 
into contemporary English. Secondly, it aims 
to make these translations available to women 
and men who are thirsty for the Word of God 
in its Syriac interpretation. Casual readers 
will enjoy the richness of these timeless texts. 
Neophytes in the Syriac language will welcome 
the vocalized West Syriac (serto) script included 
herein. Scholars will appreciate the quality of 
the translation since the translators remained 
faithful to the original-language texts but did 
not compromise on the quality of the English 
translation.

Volume 1 of Syriac Treasures, edited and 
translated by Fr. Armando Elkhoury and 
Dr. Robert Kitchen, includes translations of 
three metrical homilies by Jacob of Serugh 
(d. 521): The Fall of the Idols; Love of Money; 
The Treasure Hidden in a Field

To purchase a copy, visit https://
thehiddenpearl.press
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Parish News
CINCINNATI, OHIO   

Church Rededication
by Linda Conour 

On Tuesday, 17 August 2021, St. Anthony of Padua Church in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, came together to celebrate the rededication of 
their newly remodeled church. The parish launched its $rst Capital 
Campaign in 2019 with the motto: “Build Together, Stay Together.” 
The campaign is a joint e#ort with the Eparchial campaign. 

The evening began with the unveiling of the brand-new interior 
space, and the parish community was in awe of the elegance 
and beauty of their place of worship! The procession was led by 
members of the Order of St. Sharbel and the Knights and Dames of 
the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. Bishop A. 
Elias Zaidan, and Pastor Fr. George Hajj concelebrated the Liturgy, 
alongside with many Maronite and Latin priests.

After the homily, Bishop Elias dedicated the altar, sprinkling it with 
holy water. Members of the Capital Campaign Committee then 
vested the altar. The bishop, with existing members of the Order of 

St. Sharbel alongside, installed three new members to the Order: 
Adel and Maria Chemaly, and Dr. Fadi Makhoul. In addition, Gaby 
and Jennifer Batshoun were given a special blessing in honor of 
their 25th Silver Wedding Anniversary. 

Immediately following the Liturgy, a dinner was served in the 
Msgr. Joseph A. Abood Hall, where many toasts were given for this 
tremendous occasion. Capital Campaign Chairperson, Mike Misleh, 
spoke about the progress that has been made and shared the next 
phase of projects on the grounds and campus. Fr. George expressed 
his gratitude and gave out several appreciation plaques. Bishop 
Zaidan concluded the evening blessing and congratulated our 
parish for our e#orts inside our spiritual home. He also encouraged 
additional participation from all members of the parish to join in 
on the Capital Campaign in order for the subsequent projects to be 
completed. It was truly a lovely celebration and so uplifting for the 
entire parish to come together for this special occasion!  
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PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

September Activities 

The month of September 2021 was $lled with exciting events 
at Our Lady of Victory Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. On 
7'September, the Pittsburgh City Council issued a proclamation 
declaring “Pittsburgh Lebanese Day.” The Council President, Theresa 
Kail-Smith proudly presented the proclamation to Fr. Samir 
Chebli, pastor, and representatives of the parish. This was followed 
by the parish’s annual Pittsburgh Lebanese Festival, one of the 
biggest ethnic celebrations in the city, held during the weekend 
of 10-12'September. This was the $rst time that the festival 
was celebrated on the grounds of the parish’s new location. The 
festival o#ered traditional Lebanese foods, music, dancing, and 
entertainment for the youth. The event was a huge success due to 
over 150 volunteers who worked tirelessly to host approximately 
6,000 patrons over three days.  

Parish events continued on 18 September as the parish welcomed 
Bishop Gregory Mansour, and former pastor, Fr. Rodolph Wakim 

to the church. By invitation from Bishop Gregory and Fr. Samir, 
Fr. Rudy returned to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of his Ordination 
to the Priesthood. Fr. Rudy concelebrated the Divine Liturgy with 
Bishop Gregory, Fr. Samir, Chorbishop Michael Kail, and several 
clergy in attendance including:  Fr. George York and Deacon 
Nicholas York, Msgr. William Bonczewski, Fr. Lou Vallone, Fr. Antoine 
Kairouz, and Fr. Tony Gargotta. At the conclusion of the liturgy, 
Father Rudy was honored to be presented with a Papal Blessing. 
Afterwards, over 200 clergy, parishioners, relatives, friends, and 
guests attended a dinner in the church hall honoring Fr. Rudy. 
During dinner, Pittsburgh City Council President, Theresa Kail-
Smith, and her husband, Tom, personally delivered a Proclamation 
from the Pittsburgh City Council declaring Saturday, 18 September 
2021, to be “Father Rodolph Wakim Day” in the City of Pittsburgh. 
With love and best wishes, the clergy and parishioners of Our 
Lady of Victory extended best wishes to Fr. Rudy for his 25 years of 
service to God.  



y the grace of God, I was ordained Subdeacon 
in 1984 and deacon in 1993. My wife and I were 
already involved in many ministries in our parish 
and in our local community. I also worked in 
the guidance department of our city high school. 
Because of my work and church commitments, 
I cannot remember a time when prayer was 
unimportant to me. !at has been the constant that 
has sustained me in everything all these years.

When I was a teenager, I can remember people 
saying, “If you have your health, you have 
everything.” I could not understand why that was 
important, but when my daughter was born in 1974, 
I began to pray for good health for my family. God 
has indeed answered my prayers, in general, but no 
more so than in 2018, when my daughter contracted 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. We informed our pastor, 
Monsignor James Root, that my wife and I had to be 
with our daughter, her husband, and their thirteen-
year-old son in Chicago. 

At this point, let me say something about my parish. 
I have been a lifelong member of St. Anthony of the 
Desert Church. !e parishioners are hardworking, 
devout, and extremely prayerful. When Monsignor 
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Witnessing to Christ 
by Deacon Donald Massoud, Fall River MA

B Root informed them why I was absent and of our 
daughter, they were so very supportive. She went 
through her full recovery and said that she knew 
that the prayers of the parishioners meant a lot.  
!ese prayers, along with the prayers and concern of 
Monsignor Root, Chorbishop Joseph Kaddo, and my 
fellow Deacons Andre Nasser and Brian Dunn, will 
always be in my memory.  

My son Jon, his wife Erin and three children live here 
in Fall River. God has blessed me with relatively good 
health. So many are worse o( than I. However, knee 
problems, foot problems, and di#culty with night 
vision has de'nitely slowed me down in recent years. 
Our son and his wife take very good care of us—even 
more so during the di#cult times of the pandemic. 
!e worst parts of the pandemic were not seeing our 
family from Chicago and not being able to hug our 
grandkids. !ey are such a source of joy for us. 

Prayer has always been a blessing for me. All my 
grandkids attend Catholic schools, and I try to be an 
example of a prayerful person, especially for them. 
When I say I will pray for someone, I consider this a 
sincere obligation. I must say, the less I do the more I 
pray; and that’s not a bad thing.  



 

ull Disclosure: As a teenager, I was puny and uncoordinated. Such qualities did not make me the 
'rst pick for any of the sport teams. (I would try to associate with the jocks, who would only half-
heartedly accept me.) !at being said, I am a strong supporter of high school sports programs. 
!ese programs provide important life skills such as working in a team and discipline. !at is not 
to say that I am happy with the way things are being scheduled.

As a youngster growing up in Uniontown, no sport programs were conducted on Wednesday 
evenings. !e Catholics had their religious education program (remember Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine — CCD or catechism) for all the kids who went to public schools. !e  
Protestants had their Wednesday evening prayer meetings or services. Coaches and organizers 
had to take the back seat on that evening.

!ings are di(erent today. Speak with any pastor or religious educator about the challenges 
of organizing a religious education program around sports programs. Weekday evenings and 
Saturdays are out of the question. But now, even Sunday is a problem. I have heard of soccer 
games scheduled on Easter Sunday. How many of our young people miss Divine Liturgy 
or religious education because of a sport event or practice? So many young people feel no 
compunction to participate in the activities of their parish, but would never miss team practice.  

Catholics are enthusiastic about defending our religious freedom, but some of us continue to 
teach our young people that worship and religious education are optional. Every time a parent 
chooses a sport event in place of Divine Liturgy or religious education, it is a teaching moment. 
And 10 years later — why don’t my kids go to church? !ey made decisions that we taught them!

Some parents raise their hands, “What can I do?” Perhaps these parents can become as passionate 
as those parents who are opposed to or demand the use of masks in the schools. !ese parents 
show up at school board meetings and school conferences, very clear and strong regarding their 
opinions. If parents were truly concerned about religion and involved, things would change. 
What would a coach do if a group of parents refused to send their children to activities that 
con$ict with the exercise of religion? Do we need Christian sports leagues?

Parents correctly encourage their children to be involved in sports programs because it will  serve 
them well later in life. But what about the a"erlife?  

      Chorbishop John D. Faris

From the Editor

F
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